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Sir Franklin (Frank) Berman joined HM Diplomatic Service in 1965 and was the Legal 
Adviser to the Foreign & Commonwealth Office from 1991-99. For the past 15 years he has 
been in practice in Essex Court Chambers specializing in international arbitration and 
advisory work in international law. He is Visiting Professor of International Law at Oxford and 
the University of Cape Town, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the British Institute 
of International & Comparative Law. 

His career in international law and diplomacy has spanned a wide and varied field, including 
settlement of disputes; the law of treaties; State responsibility; diplomatic and State 
immunity; maritime delimitation; the law of the Continental shelf; outer space and nuclear 
energy; the law of international organisations; the UN Security Council; the laws of war and 
neutrality; international criminal tribunals; and numerous other areas. 

He is a Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, a former Judge ad hoc of the 
International Court of Justice, and was the Legal Member of the Court of Arbitration between 
Pakistan and India under the Indus Waters Treaty.   He has sat on numerous ICSID arbitral 
and annulment proceedings. 

He is the general editor of the Oxford International Law Library. 


